
Algonkian PTA Minutes 
Algonkian Elementary School, Potomac Falls, VA 20165 

November 10, 2015 
 
Call to order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04pm with a motion made by Mahima Pant and 
seconded by Brian Blubaugh. 
 
Attendees: 
Kris Garrett, April Chandler, Mahima Pant, Jenna Charpentier, Sedat Sismam, Brian 
Blubaugh, Karen Shields, Kimberley Nelson, Aimee Williams, Michelle Dubrule, Rachel 
Moore, Kemp Reardan, Olga Bhargava, Todd Franklin, Kamber Petty, Miriam 
Huchinson, Annie Powell, Jennifer dePascale, Pauline Burkett, Eric Wright, Barbara 
Fontaine, Mona Shauib 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Karen Shields to approve the minutes from the last meeting 
dated October 6, 2015 to include the prior month amended treasurer’s report.  Jenna 
Charpentier seconded the motion. 
 
 

Reports of officers 
 
 
President’s Report – April Chandler 
 
● Thanked Kamber Petty and the entire Monster Mash team for their hard work this 

year.  
 
Vice President’s Report – (April Chandler for Kristen Ulrich) 
● The online Spirit Wear store will open again next month for holiday purchases.  

This will be promoted with a separate flyer as a reminder.  It will also open again 
in the spring. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Mahima Pant 
 
October’s amended treasurer’s report has been updated and added to the reports.  The 
correct balances are now reflected in this updated version.  There are still payments 
outstanding that have yet to be made. 
     
     
Checkbook current balance:    $60,973.66  
2015-2016 start balance:    35,719.43 
     
Items paid:     
$7,398.19 Bank Fee (September, October) $6.00   
 Teacher Instructional Stipend $747.87   
 Watch D.O.G.S   $18.85   
 Caring & Sharing   $117.41   
 Cash Box (Monster Mash)  $950.00   
 WAT Expenses   $1,901.20   



 Bingo Expenses   $939.37   
 Class Subscriptions   $189.75   
 PTA Expenses   $19.60   
 Equity Fund   $160.00   
 Monster Mash Expenses  $2,213.14   
 Odyssey Registration  $135.00   
     
Deposits:    
$18,315.78 Walk a Thon   $5,591.66  
 ASAP   $4,849.04  
 Monster Mash   $2,955.21  
 Strings Club   $2,856.00  
 Membership   $71.50  
 EPI Refund   $142.87  
 Odyssey Registration  $1,080.00  
 Running with the Stars  $769.50  
 
Upcoming Expenses: Donuts with Dad    
  ASAP Payments    
     
Upcoming Income: Restaurant Nights    
 
Other:     
Starting balance: $50056.07 / Ending balance: $60973.66   
 
   
Secretary’s Report – Kris Garrett 
 
● PTA directory is finished and is being emailed to all those on the list provided by 

Wendy Hopkins.  Thanks for your patience, there were a few last minute changes 
that needed to be made by the school administration. 

 
 

 
Principal’s Report – Brian Blubaugh 
 
● Brian would like some feedback on spring “read-a-thon” in order to raise 

additional funds (all fundraisers are optional but any feedback is appreciated) 
● New 5th grade group was created called the “Green Team”; there are 8 members 

to date.  The goal of this group is to turn the outdoor courtyard into a learning 
center and a “greener area”. An award won through Home Depot called The 
Daffodil Project was awarded when some classrooms planted daffodils around 
the front of the school.  At this time Brian has a request into facilities to see what 
completing this project would entail.  They would like to add some raised beds to 
the courtyard for both flowers and vegetables to both enhance the appearance of 
the location and encourage kids to eat fresh grown vegetables. 

● American Education Week is the following week.  He will be having different 
teachers provide the PTA with brief presentations regarding the One to the World 
ideas and what each grade is doing to contribute to this project.  Ms. Hearlihy is 
here today to present for the 3rd grade. 

● Ms. Burkett is also at this meeting to provide an overview on the new 
P.H.O.E.N.I.X. grading system currently in use.  Brian wishes to thank all the 



parents for their patience in implementing this new system.  It is much different 
that the previous application and there have been some growing pains. 

● The author William Joyce will be performing a Skype session November to 
discuss creative writing, specifically how to encourage reluctant writers. 

● One of the requirements this year is for each teacher to do an outside Skype 
session (or Google Hangout, etc…) with another class regarding the One to the 
World Project. Teachers will be presenting their “One to the World” ideas again 
soon.  Ms. Carlson’s 2nd grade class met with a group of Storm Chasers and 
discussed what is involved with their unique type of job and learned all about 
weather 

● Toys for Tots starts next week (held each year at AES) 
● PBIS note: Students have a goal of 2500 tickets for the month of November.  If 

they earn that many, there will be an assembly for the students along with a 
students vs. teachers football game (It’s more of a fun version of football with 
bags on their heads and rolling chairs.  Very easy and fun to play.  Last year 5th 
graders won. 

 
Vice Principal’s Report – Karen Shields 
● Update on the “Bobcat Buddies” which is a special education inclusion program 

where we invite our special education students to become Bobcat Buddies and 
then try to find peers within their Special Education classes to build special 
relationships.  We have had a huge success this year and there are over 50 
students at this time.  They meet every Thursday from 7:30 to 7:50 and learn to 
interact with each other.  We have 5th grade mentors who help build and initiate 
these conversations.  We also have some students from Potomac Falls to help 
guide the 5th graders and initiate those conversations. 

● Through that program, an application for a “Buddy Bench” was submitted through 
Paxton Center in Leesburg, VA.  A bench will be installed on the playground for 
use by all the students not just Special Education.  It’s primarily used at recess 
for students who don’t have anyone to play with at the time or maybe they want 
to participate in a new activity other than the one they’re currently in.  All they 
need to do is sit on this bench and other students can come and invite them to 
join them.  There will be an assembly about this new project held on December 
18th to teach all the students exactly how this new bench works. 

 
Reports of Committees: 
 
 SEAC  - April Chandler (for Sarah Kimberly) 

● Sarah recommends that parents of children with special needs reach out 
to the parent resource center for more information regarding the “Buddy 
Bench”.  There is a link included for this project and that contains a lot of 
helpful information regarding both this new project and Loudoun County 
Educational services information in general 

 
Social Report – Kamber Petty 

 
● The Donuts with Dad event is scheduled for November 17th.  Kelly is in 

charge of this event.  The deadline to sign up to participate is this Friday.  
Mahima had a parent ask her if she could attend Donuts with Dad since 
she is both the Mom and Dad of the household and it was agreed this was 
fine with the committee. 

 



 
 MSAAC – Jenna Charpentier 

● Last month there was a presentation by Dr. Williams that covered the 
2020 vision for Loudoun County and how it relates to MSACC.  The 
most relevant fact was that students in GAP Group 1 (ELL/Special Ed), 
GAP Group 2 (African American), GAP Group 3 (Hispanic) will meet or 
exceed reading and math AMO’s.  He reviewed strategic goals and 
how they were related.  Dr. Tyler also gave a presentation on the 
importance of high expectations and that the children will raise 
themselves to those expectations with rigorous instruction and 
participation and with advanced courses.  He also informed everyone 
that advanced courses are not required but are directly related to 
success in college.  There is still about a 20% gap between 
Asian/White (72-78%) and African American/Native American/Hispanic 
(53%) in taking AP Courses.   

● Overall performance numbers for Loudoun County are continuing to 
increase and have made significant improvements in all of these GAP 
groups, specifically for Math and Reading.  Some groups have 
increased as much as 15 points between 2003 and 2015. 

● Loudoun is outperforming Fairfax, Prince William, Virginia Beach and 
the State of Virginia as a whole 

● Increases in reading and math for all students with significant gains in 
reading and math for ELL (they are matching or out performing the 
state averages).  There appeared to be no growth in Social 
Science/Sciences areas and they would like to see growth in those 
subjects more of a priority.  They would also like to close the 
opportunity GAPs in ELL between African American and Hispanic 
students 

 
 Box Top Drive – April Chandler 

● Thanks for all the effort and support towards goal, we are almost half 
way to reaching the yearly goal for the Box Top Drive.  Continue to 
save them and they will be collected again in the Spring 

  
Odyssey of the Mind – April Chandler (for Heather Vogt) 

● Thank everyone for their continued support.  There are 5 teams (34 
students) this year.  There is still one spot open for a 4th or 5th grader if 
any student would still like to join.  

 
 W.A.T.C.H. D.O.G.S –  Eric Wright 

● There are still 9 days open for the month of November if anyone would 
like to sign up to participate.  December is almost filled up as well.  He 
would like to bring a sign up sheet to Donuts with Dads as well.  A 
parent suggested adding the sign up link to the AES PTA website, 
which will be added. 

  
 Teacher Representative Report  - Ms. Aellen  

● Teachers would like to thank all those who helped participate during 
the Souper Luncheon.   

 
Unfinished Business - none 
 



 
New Business – none 
 
 
Mona Shauib made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm. Kamber Petty 
seconded the motion. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted this 10th day of November, 2015 
Kris Garrett, PTA Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 


